INTRODUCTION
After World War II brown bears (Ursus arctos Linnaeus, 1758), were found in Poland exclusively in Bieszczady and Tatra, while migrating bears were occasionally seen in the Babia Góra region (Buchalczyk, 1964) . In the 1970's and 1980's single animals were observed ever more frequently in the regions where they had not been seen for many dec ades (e.g. Tomek, 1983; Parusel, 1985) . These reports coincided with a great rise in the number of bears over the border in Slovakia (Janik, 1986). The data on the occurrence of bears in Poland have been sum marized in the paper of Jakubiec and Buchalczyk (1987), which a'so contains a map of sites where bears were found in the period 1980-1982.
The purpose of the present communication is a presentation oi a more up-to-date (1986) and more extensive (based on data from 242 grounds) information on the occurrence of bears in the Polish part of the Carpathian Mountains.
METHODS
All of Poland is divided into hunting grounds of 30-100 square km surface. Mos: of these are hired by hunting associations, and some are administered by regional forestry inspectorates. In the analysed area there were 337 hunting grounds and 5 national pa:ks. In 1986 the authorities of the hunting associations, forestry inspectorates, and national parks received 342 inquiry forms and were asked to choose one of the following possibil ities of occurrence of brown bear: (1) bears not found; (2) sporadically found as a migiat- [652] ing animal, observed in the years 1980-1986 but not every year; (3) always found and seen every year. Another inquiry was sent in 1986 to 1,000 randomly selected huntsmen, usually to 5-8 in each hunting association. This inquiry concerned the species and the number of killed animals (Jamrozy, 1988) and contained also a question concerning the estimated occurrence of bears in the hunting grounds of the huntsman.
The number of responses was 228 (66.7%) in the first inquiry, and 205 (20.5%) in the second inquiry. From 38 hunting grounds no responses were obtained, and the necessary information was obtained (1) during trips to these grounds by myself, (2) during talks w ith foresters and hunters studying in Cracow. Both in the field and in Cracow, about 50 such interviews were carried out. For 134 hunting grounds (about 40%) information was got from several independent sources (inquiry I and II, interview).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The occurrence of bears was reported from 100 of the 342 hunting grounds and national parks, and in 26 of them bears were living per manently (Table 1) . These data were marked on the map (Fig. 1) 
